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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 037041 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, OAS 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE POSTPONEMENT OF OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

1. THE SECRETARY WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE OAS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY POSTPONED APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS FROM ITS 
SCHEDULED BEGINNING OF 16 APRIL IN WASHINGTON. THIS RE- 
QUIRES FORMAL ACTION BY THE PERMANENT COUNCIL. BEFORE 
RAISING THE MATTER THERE WE WOULD LIKE A PRELIMINARY READ- 
ING AS TO YOUR FOREIGN MINISTER S REACTION TO SUCH A PRO- 
POSAL. IF THE REACTION IS NOT UNFAVORABLE, WE WOULD THEN 
CABLE THE REQUEST TO ALL MEMBER STATES IN FORM OF A LETTER 
FROM SECRETARY TO FONMINS. 

2. THE SECRETARY HAS NOT GIVEN A SPECIFIC REASON FOR THIS 
REQUEST BUT IT IS OBVIOUS THAT HE NEEDS MORE BREATHING ROOM 
BETWEEN HIS PLANNED TRIP TO SOUTH AMERICA AND THE OPENING 
OFTHEOASGA. INGERSOLL 
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